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 The EDA purchased
the Dillard Property 

The mission of the Economic Development Authority (EDA) of Amherst County is to promote economic development policies
and practices that help retain the county’s existing businesses and employment base; facilitate the growth of existing
commercial and industrial enterprises; and attract new businesses and employment opportunities. Success in this mission
will result in high-quality jobs and a stable and diverse tax base that increases the quality of life of Amherst County residents. 

The EDA purchased the 545-acre Dillard Industrial Site using an $850,000 Virginia Business Ready Sites Program
(VBRSP) grant and matching funds from the Board of Supervisors, positioning the site to attract a major capital
investment and well-paying jobs. The EDA also secured an additional $414,502  grant to design critical
infrastructure improvements — including road access, water tank, and sewer system upgrades, further
 advancing the site’s readiness for development. This work positions the Dillard property as a premier 
greenfield opportunity and reflects the EDA’s commitment to job creation and expanding Amherst County’s
taxable investment base.
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Leadership Amherst continued to support workforce
and leadership development in 2025 by providing
hands-on learning and exposure to local issues and
resources. Six participants completed the program,
strengthening leadership capacity and community
connections across Amherst County.

$927

2025

$785

An Amazon last-mile distribution center is under construction in the Amelon Commerce Center and is
expected to open by early summer. This project will strengthen the county’s tax base, provide jobs, and
reinforce the industrial park’s long-term value. 
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